
  

 

Issue 1: Spring 2015 
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#TCR2015 Race Information 

—————————————————————————————————— 



Introduction 

Welcome to the Spring issue of the race manual.  As I start to update this daylight saving has just 
come into effect this weekend and Summer is just around the corner.  Its time to use the extra light 
and start up-grading your long distance legs if you have’t already.  There’s 4 months to go but time 
between now and the race will seem to speed up. 
  
It was a pleasure in the last month to announce the start of the race in Geraardsbergen and 
receive such a warm response from both racers and locals.  TCR have yet to make our site visit 
with the city of Geraardsbergen but having visited in 2013 we know it is a special place for cyclists 
and will provide a fitting and intimate location with plenty of atmosphere for a night time start to the 
race.   

After a good couple of years at Westminster, thanks to Transport for London inviting us to be part 
of the festival of cycling, we became a little too conspicuous for their commercial partners, so it 
was time to pay the big money or move on.  TCR believes that the best things in life, like waking up 
in a ditch on a mountain side with a few hundred miles in your legs, are free and there are plenty of 
good ways to start a bike race without pushing entry prices up to exclusive rates.  Many locals of 
Flanders were sorry for the loss of the Kapelmuur from the itinerary of the Ronde Van Vlaanderen, 
which chose a finish in Oudenaarde on commercial grounds so it is a nice story for TCR to come 
here with some homegrown racing in respect.  It is also great to take the start to another country 
and make the TCR a properly European affair with the chance for more nationalities to have easier  
access to the start to see you off.  We hear that plenty of the Belgians, French, Germans, Dutch 
and many more plan to come and wave off their countrymen and women and we are sure it will be 
a marvellous occasion. 

On a related note the increase in field size and interest of the race means that we just can’t do it 
with a handful of people anymore.  This year is the first time we have put the call out for volunteers 
to get involved and what a fantastic response we have had.  We have had volunteers from Turkey, 
Montenegro, Croatia, Serbia, Austria, Germany, Italy, France, Belgium, Netherlands, South Africa, 
Spain, USA, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and more places all contact us wanting to be involved, 
from being stationed at controls to photographing you or watching and analysing your little dots 
from the four corners of the earth.  We’ve had so many responses for volunteers on controls that 
we couldn’t take everyone on and Anna has joined me in TCR HQ to co-ordinate everyone, so 
welcome to Anna and a huge thank you to all those who pledged their support.  Please be extra 
nice to all the volunteers you meet on the race (which will be everyone who’s not racing pretty 
much) as they are doing it out of respect for your efforts and their own good will and we really 
cannot do it without them.   I can tell you that from trying. 

I would also like to take this opportunity again to thank those companies who support what we are 
trying to do.  It is with pleasure that I can announce Volvo have confirmed in the last few weeks 
that they will be providing us with two event vehicles again so we can chase you across the lands.  
Brooks have been in from day one and very rarely ask anything of us, they just like being involved.  
You can see the TCR featured again in their Bugle all through 2015.  We have just confirmed 
designs of the 2015 race cap with PEdAL ED which will be hand printed with a number for each 
and racer.  It was a very nice part of last year’s race for us and all those following the race seeing 
all the riders posting pictures up with their caps on.  It really helps followers to relate pictures and 
tweets and blogs and things together and put names and faces to dots on the map so I hope you 
will all reserve a space on your head for that.   

Also as I type Anna is in the studio working on a hand printed T-Shirt for the race, made exclusively 
for PEdAL ED and TCR by Anna Prints with the highest standards in ethical and ecologically sound 



sources, methods and materials.  Tee's will be available in due course from the PEdAL ED site and 
via TCR at annaprints.co.uk.  Since Anna will also be captaining one of our race vehicles she will 
also be able to have pre-ordered shirts available for collection in Istanbul, so stay tuned.  Word will 
go out on email. 

Keeping the same atmosphere and ethos to the race as we grow is a very important thing. It has 
very much been the riders who have made the event what it is and that’s one reason it is so great 
to welcome back so many veterans of the last two years for the 2015 race. 

The nature and rules of unsupported racing have been a great source of discussion in bike-packing 
and races are heavily dependent on the honesty and integrity of the participants. The lines 
between what is acceptable interaction with racers from friends, family, spectators and other racers 
are somewhat blurred. According to some schools of thought racers should not be visited whilst on 
course and even the use of phones to solicit outside information is severely frowned upon. Being 
that much of the Transcontinental takes place on roads in the built environment, technology is not 
going to impede on a wilderness experience but at the same time employing a remote ‘race 
manager’ on the phone line 24/7 just isn’t how we roll either.  The Rules for the Transcontinental 
are few and not too restrictive.  That’s the way we like it. However the ones we do have, do matter. 

With this in mind we have captured the current state of knowledge and opinions of racers with our 
extended entry process, so thank you for your patience and participation in this.  This has helped 
us identify the main trend of thinking about self-supported racing and where we need to offer 
further guidance on specific issues, so that everyone understands the meaning of self supported in 
the same way.  In this issue therefore you will find the results and guidance that we published on 
our blog earlier in the year.  Please take your time to understand these elements as any riders  that 
we find receiving outside assistance this year will face stiffer penalties. 

With respect to the rules for pairs racing and assistance from other riders you will also find further 
guidance in this issue on what you can and can do for or with other riders whilst on the race. 

Rule 10 in the Brevet Cards reads: “Ride with the spirit of self reliance and equal opportunity for all” 
and that is what it really comes down to. I appeal to you to ride the TCR like that, with mutual 
respect for the rider in front and the rider behind. As well as being self-sufficient yourself please 
respect their efforts to be self-sufficient also. 

Control information is also being developed continuously so while you will find some more 
information in this issue there will still be details to learn.  Please pay particular attention to the co-
ordinates given, these are checked to be the most accurate information we can give for you to plan 
with on the locations of controls.  They will be printed in the Brevet Card also.  Become familiar 
with using these with your maps and GPS, it will save you time and frustration. 

Until the Summer then; Plan well, train well, and above all have a great ride. See you on the wall… 

Bon Route! 

Mike Hall 
Race Director 

http://annaprints.co.uk


The Race Manual 

This is race manual 2015 Issue 1, this is the go-to place for all of your Transcontinental info needs.  
It contains the ground rules, guidance and main pieces of information you should know about the 
race at this stage to be able to make your route plans and arrangements confidently.  Further 
information will be captured in the final release Issue 2 before the race and final information 
including any changes will be delivered in the rider briefing.  Some detailed instructions may be 
delivered at the controls themselves inline with conditions on the ground, so be prepared for this 
also. 

If you have any additional queries you can contact us on race@transcontinental.cc 
   

Race Coverage and Rider Updates 

Throughout the race we’ll be sending out updates and commentary on how the race is progressing, 
who’s doing what, who’s winning, who’s nearly winning, who slept in what bus stop last night, 
who’s having the time of their life and who’s having a big nightmare. 

In addition to this we will be picking up information on your race through the tracker, monitoring 
movements and daily mileages and finding riders on the road, we’ll also be monitoring your 
updates to Facebook, Twitter and any other way we can and sharing it out on the race blog and the 
social media networks of our partners.   

While the leaders will understandably be getting a large part of the attention, thanks to a large 
number of dot-watching volunteers, we will be keeping an eye on all of you and we hope to report 
updates on most if not all of the riders during the race regardless of race position. 

The more information you put out there on how the Transcontinental is going for you, the more we 
have to share with the world in our reports, which makes it more entertaining for the people 
following you.  You can update us on your progress using any of the ways methods below. 

The official hashtag is #TCR2015 

Email: race@transcontinental.cc 
Twitter: @transconrace 
SMS: a number will be provided at the pre-start briefing 
Post to the Facebook page: facebook.com/transconrace 
Post to the Facebook groups (see below) 

mailto:race@transcontinental.cc
http://facebook.com/transconrace


‘Scratching’ from the race 

Of course you shouldn’t even be thinking about it, but things happen and so if you decide that you 
are dropping out, or ‘scratching’ from the race, please report in via one of the means above as 
soon as possible.  Include as much detail as you can.  You should make your friends and family 
aware also including your next of kin. 

Note that all riders are welcome to celebrate with us in Istanbul however they get there and in 2013 
we had a few honourable self disqualifications by riders who declared themselves out of the race, 
but still wanted to journey on by other means.  If you scratch from the race you are responsible for 
your onward travel whatever the destination you chose.  TCR of volunteers will not come out to 
collect you or make any arrangements for you. 

“Never scratch at night” is good advice from accomplished endurance racers.  That is to say 
always wait until morning to make any big decisions, things have a habit of looking a lot better after 
a night’s sleep.  That advice has saved many a race campaign, including my own.   

Remember also that friends and family can worry about you when your tracker stops moving so its 
always good to let them know what’s going on and that you are OK.  You may also want to tell 
them that it is not uncommon for outages in tracking as some areas can be a little patchy - 
especially where there are lots of large objects like mountains and buildings.   

When a tracker stops updating for more than a couple of hours even the calmest supporter can 
become a bit twitchy. It would be a good idea to prepare your supporters for the fact that trackers 
may cut out, run out of battery or you may forget to turn yours on one morning if you have turned it 
off. 
  
We are, of course, only too happy to hear from your supporters, friends and family while you are 
out on the road, but we may not always be able to reply immediately to questions or worries if we 
too are out in the mountains or elsewhere serving the TCR. 

If you have any kind of accident, even a small one, you should inform first your next of kin and then 
TCR as soon as you are able to do so.  If TCR learns of an incident first it will attempt to advise 
your next of kin only so that they may begin to assist you if necessary.  It will only share any details 
you make public (via social media) or you or your next of kin give permission / instruction to do so.   

It is important that riders and their friends and family understand from the outset that this passing 
of information to your next of kin is likely to be the only action TCR will perform in the event of an 
accident.  As it says many times in the rider agreement and this document, riders are self-reliant 
and responsible for themselves and it is not practical for us to give any indication that we may be 
able to assist and therefore we can carry no obligation. 



Pre-Start Briefing and Registration  
(Timings are approximate and to be confirmed at Issue 2) 

Registration will be open all day from 10am on 24th July.  The location for registration will be on 
Geraardsbergen at a location to be confirmed.  TCR will be making a site visit to Geraardsbergen  
before the end of June and will update all riders on full location and procedure details after this is 
complete. 

Riders will collect their Trackers, Caps and Brevet Cards at registration.  The TCR Team will be in 
Geraardsbergen from the afternoon of Thursday 23rd July. 

The Start Line rider meeting and briefings will begin on the evening of Friday 24th July (from 
approximately 5pm - subject to confirmation) at a venue near the start in Geraardsbergen. We will 
present the main features of the race to the riders and any visiting press, including any last minute 
updates and detailed start line procedure.  The briefing presentations will last approximately 30 
minutes and will be delivered in English, French, Italian and German.  This will include operation of 
the tracker. 

Any rider who is not registered and in receipt of their tracker, or has not otherwise contacted the 
TCR by 8pm on the 24th July will be classed as a no-show. 

There will be an optional UK registration evening on Wednesday 22nd July for those wishing to 
pre-register and grab their tracker early. 

Race Start 

Start: Geraardsbergen 
Parcour: Geraardsbergen - Kapelmuur 
Racers to Start Line: 23:30 // 24th July 
Race Start: 00:00 // 25th July 

The race start will be held in In Geraardsbergen.   

The race will start at the stroke of midnight as the evening of Friday 24th July gives way to 
Saturday 25th.  There will be a short starting lap led by the race vehicles including a climb of the 
muur.   

The route of the starting circuit will be communicated at registration and the Rider’s Briefing, the  
start will be short and easily completed in 20-30 min. 

Before the race starts any spare race numbers may be contested by any race-ready would-be 
contestants.  This will be some kind of contest involving bicycles (bear in mind where we will be). 



The Controls 

There will be 4 mandatory checkpoints in the 2015 Transcontinental.  Visit in number order is NOT 
mandatory (but their scheduled operation is in order and they will close as indicated).  Please note 
that co-ordinates are given here and will also be printed in the Brevet Card for all locations.  These 
have been chosen explicitly and where there is conflict with information given by online maps these 
shall have precedence. 

The prime purpose of controls is to record and validate your arrival.  There may be other services 
available but do not assume that it will be an aid station or have any services available if not 
detailed below.   Any controls operated at places of service (food, drink, accommodation) will have 
those services available at their usual business hours. (i.e. it is not likely there will be any special 
terms of service for the purpose of the race). 

Staff and volunteers are allowed to assist you at controls with information and help as they see fit 
but they are not obliged.  Outside of the controls please do not ask TCR staff and volunteers to 
assist you unless you are scratching from the race, even then it is at their discretion and they are 
not obliged.  When scratching from the race you are responsible for your own further travel.  If 
friends wish to come and meet you to cheer you on during the race we encourage them to do this 
at the controls, not outside of them. 

Operating Hours (Local Time) 

Normal Operation 06:00 - 00:00 
Night Operation 00:00 - 06:00 

Check-in for riders will be available at controls throughout the night but the hours 00:00 - 06:00 will 
be the nominal ‘down-time’ for controls for reduced operation.  During this time TCR will make 
arrangements so that you can record your passing but the location may not be manned or have 
limited night time cover in order to let staff and volunteers rest. 

Any control-specific night operation arrangements are given below and any changes will be 
communicated at the rider briefing or by a notice at the control, so be prepared for further 
instruction as necessary.   

During night time control visits, please respect any local residents or businesses and keep the 
noise impact of your passing to a minimum.  At ALL times be respectful to all communities and 
areas you pass through.  Take all your litter with you. 

A map showing all controls is available with other rider resources here: 

http://reportage.transcontinentalrace.com/?page_id=1241 

http://reportage.transcontinentalrace.com/?page_id=1241


CP 1: Mont Ventoux, Provence, France 

Parcour: Bedoin to Summit  

Control: Summit 

Co-ordinates 
Parcour Start: 44.125266, 5.180936 
Control // Parcour Finish:44.173586, 5.278673 

Closes: 28th July (Evening) 

Famed for its exposed and windy summit topping out at a lofty 1,912m Mont Ventoux has been a 
summit finish in the Tour de France 9 times and appeared no less than 15 times in the race.  The 
‘Beast of Provence’ lies approximately 1000 km into the race and riders will have around 4 days to 
make it to the summit whilst the control is operational.  Naturally we will have riders taking on the 
classically most difficult side which is the route to the summit from the village of Bedoin to the 
South.   

The control location to stamp Brevet Cards will be at the summit.  Our photographers and control 
vehicles will be roaming and your tracker will prove you summited from the correct side.  Once at 
the summit there is no further mandatory route and riders can proceed as they wish. 

CP1 will be staffed until Tuesday 28th July after which time riders will be required to self-validate.  
This can be achieved with GPS data or photographic evidence and a time stamped receipt from 
any local shop or ATM. 

Night Operation: It is intended that Control 1 will operate overnight with limited personnel. 



Parcour Start, Bedoin: 

Kilometer 0 sign 
(Next to Bike Shop)



CP 2: Strada dell’Assietta, Italy. 

Parcour: Sestriere to Susa via Strada dell’Assietta and descent of Colle della Finestre. 

Co-ordinates 
Parcour Start: 44.965211, 6.88240 
Rifugio (non-TCR, for info): 45.061070, 6.940308 
Colle delle Finestre: 45.072223, 7.053925 

Control: Sestriere, Hotel Cristallo [http://www.hotelcristallosestriere.com] 
Closes: 30th July (Evening) 

The second checkpoint will require a traverse of the historic military ridge road, the Strada 
dell’Assietta.  Some 40 km of gravel with much above 2,000m awaits riders at control number 2 so 
a robust machine, possibly a little extra width on the rubber and good timing will be required to 
ensure safe passage over the parcour. 

CP2 will be staffed from the time of arrival of the first rider until Thursday 30th July after which 
time riders will be required to self-validate as above. 

TCR staff will be stationed in the Hotel Cristallo in Sestriere to stamp Brevet Cards before the 
parcour and will advise on alternative protocol if the control becomes impassible due to adverse 
weather.  The Strada dell’Assietta is signed from Sestriere as it departs from the road. 

Night Operation:  It is intended that Control 2 will operate over night with limited personnel. 

A second check-in at the end of the unpaved section may be required during both normal and night 
operations to ensure riders have cleared this more remote section.  This is proposed to be a 
passive check-in before the village of Meana di Susa.  In the case that this will not be possible, 
there will be a manned control.  This may be located at Susa itself, so be prepared for this. 

Final information will be confirmed at the Rider Briefing and full instructions will be given at the 
Sestriere control. 
 

http://www.hotelcristallosestriere.com


 

Control TBC

Start Strada 
dell’Assietta

Manned (active) 
’Check-in’ Control 
at Sestriere

Un-manned (passive) 
‘Check-out’ Control 
near Meana-di-Susa.



CP 3: Vukovar, Croatia. 
Parcour: None. 
Control: Hotel Lav, Vukovar,  
Co-ordinates: 45.353680, 19.001137 
Closes: 3rd Aug. 

Control 3 will be the historic and iconic city of Vukovar, notorious for its part in the Croatian War of 
Independence.  In 1991 Vukovar was subject to 3 months of siege and bombardment by Serb 
forces as.  Whilst much of the city has been restored there is still much visible reminder of the 
battle, not least the iconic water tower which is now a monument. 

Vukovar reminds us that conflict in Europe is only a recent memory and how lucky we are that we 
can travel unimpeded across Europe today and that such a race as the TCR is possible at all. 

CP3 will be located at Hotel Lav where a visit to collect a stamp in your Brevet Card is all that is 
necessary as there is no parkour for CP3.  The hotel has a 24hr reception and the Vukovar control 
will be hosted by Apidura.  There will be personnel onsite from the time of arrival of the first rider 
until Monday 3rd  August after which time riders will be required to self-validate as above. 

Night Operation: 24hr desk / night porter at the hotel reception. 

Hotel Lav

Water Tower



CP 4: Mount Lovcen, Montenegro. 
Parcour: Ascent to Lovcen Summit. 
Start: Kotor  [N 42o 25.3’, E 18o 46.2’] 
Control: Restoran Nevjesta Jadrana  [N 42o 25.2’, E 18o 47.65’]  42.419965, 18.794562 

Control 4 will require an ascent to the summit of Mount Lovcen, starting at Kotor. Passage must 
be made through Kotor and the control point at Restoran Nevjesta Jadrana where the Brevet 
Card stamp will be collected, before continuing towards Lovcen.  The 2015 parcour is extended to 
the summit.  Food is available at Restoran Nevjesta Jadrana.  Accommodation and food can also 
be found 3km after Kamenica at Hotel Invanov Konak and the Hotel Monterosa. 

CP4 will be staffed from the time of arrival of the first rider to sunset on Wednesday 5th August.  
After this time riders will be required to self-validate as above or visit the Restoran during opening 
hours. 

Note: Be prepared for the national park fee of 3€.  This may be charged during the day at the right 
turn after the Restoran (the rules on hours of charges and applicability to cyclists do not appear to 
be clear or consistently applied).  
 



Restoran Nevjesta Jandra
(Control)



Finish Line: Sariyer, Istanbul. 

Parcour: Via Belgrad Forest 

Start: Ataturk Arboretum [N 41o 10.6’, E 28o 59.1’] 

Control: Rumeli Hisari / Cafe Hisar [N 41o 5.1’, E 29o 3.4’] 

The finishing point for the Transcontinental is a modest affair with little fan-fair but the Rumeli Hisari 
Ottoman Fortress on the shore of the Bosphorus is as dramatic a backdrop as any of Istanbul’s 
landmarks.  It is situated at the narrowest point of the Bosphorus strait, meaning you really will be 
at the tip of Asia 

The climb to the Ataturk Arboretum from Kemerburgaz is one of the best cycling roads within the 
vicinity of Istanbul, so we couldn’t get you into the city any better way.  Be careful of dogs around 
Kemerburgaz and the Belgrad Forest, they like to chase cyclists in the evenings, but by the time 
you get this far you will be used to it. 

Past the Arboretum take a right and then pass under the aqueduct onto the Bahcekoy Cd which 
will take you to the Bosphorus.  Follow the shore of strait south and not long after you pass under 
the Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge you will happen upon the Fortress and the finish line where you 
can enjoy an ice cold Efes at Cafe Hisar.  Cafe Hisar closes at 3am. 

Race staff will be in Istanbul until the evening of Monday 10th August.  Riders finishing after this 
time will be required to self-validate.  Finish line celebrations will take place on 8th August, details 
will be available at the finish. 
 



Night Operation: The finish line will operate on a limited basis between the hours of 2am and 6am 
and will respond to incoming tracking information rather than having a permanent presence.  
Should you find that there are is TCR person at the finish, there will be contact details available 
there to raise us.   
 

Tracking to the finish. 

Make sure to keep your tracker working right to the finish and sending out updates during your 
approach to the finish will help ensure that whether day or night our finish line staff and volunteers 
will be ready to record your finish. 

Ataturk Arboretum

Rumeli Hisari



Finisher’s Party 

There will be drinks and back-slapping and stories and some prizes on 8th August from 6pm until 
midnight (and probably beyond).  During this time the finish line will temporarily move from the 
Rumeli Hisari to the party.   

Provisionally we will be hosting the finish party in the Bosphorus Brewery, which can be found 
here.  These details however may be subject to change and confirmed details will be available at 
the rider briefing and the finish: 

The Bosphorus Brewing Company 
Esentepe Mah., Yıldız Posta Cd., 
Emekli Subay Evleri No.1/1A, 
Gayrettepe, 
Istanbul, 
Turkey 
http://www.bosphorus-brewing.com/ 
LOCATION LINK 

Race prizes and discretionary prizes will be awarded as well as goodies for those sharing their 
stories, so bring a good one. 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=The+Bosphorus+Brewing+Company,+Istanbul,+Turkey&hl=en&ll=41.075987,29.004936&spn=0.146745,0.338173&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=39.371738,86.572266&oq=bosphorus+brewing&t=h&hq=The+Bosphorus+Brewing+Company,&hnear=Istanbul,+Tur


Road warnings 

Something we don’t like at the Transcontinental is rules so its been very difficult to resist banning 
certain roads that riders may either find themselves on, or be tempted to take.  These roads may 
appear fast, but they also present a very real risk to riders safety and are very stressful - 
particularly at the end of the race when riders are tired, undernourished and desperate to make the 
finish line.  In the 2013 race the following roads were reported as being some of the worst for traffic 
including having large vehicles, no shoulders and a culture of overtaking despite on-coming 
cyclists.  We therefore recommend, in the strongest possible terms, that you find an alternative to 
these roads. 

I want to stress the importance of knowing where these roads are and if you plan nothing else, 
then plan to look at these areas so that if you must travel on them you do so willingly.  Look at the 
alternatives, look at the bailout options along the way if things are unpleasant, please be careful 
and don’t wander blindly onto them.  Above all we trust riders will make good decisions. 

 1. The number 8 road from Sofia through Plovdiv to Edirne.  This road is at times narrow         
with no shoulder and very fast moving traffic including trucks which will attempt to overtake 
despite your presence.  Of all the roads that Transcontinentalists in 2013 travelled on, this 
was reported as the worst.  Avoid it like the plague. 

 2. E80 Towards Istanbul.  From the Bulgarian border cycling is tolerated on this highway by         
the authorities.  Being wide and quiet with a good shoulder, it is actually a preferred 
alternative by many riders to the narrow D100.  However as it approaches Istanbul it 
becomes a different story and the city traffic fills all lanes and attempts to overtake on the 
shoulder.  In the city the road is also definitely a motorway with large concrete retaining 
walls, no shoulders and long fast slip-lanes and merging lanes and definitely illegal to ride 
on.  Please do not ride any closer to Istanbul on this road than Lake Buyukcekmece.  After 
this point, please see below. 

 3. D100 in Turkey especially in the area of Silivri.  Narrow and busy with large trucks that wish         
to avoid the highway tolls.  Poor edges to road and high passing speeds.  If you are routing 
into Istanbul from Greece in the west then make sure to leave this road and head North 
earlier rather than later. 



Prohibited Roads 

The Transcontinental uses only routes where cycling is legal. However on certain routes cycling is 
tolerated on some roads in some areas and not on roads in other areas, sometimes the same 
road, rather than being legal or illegal as such.  The E80 from the Turkish / Bulgarian border into 
Istanbul is one such road and at the North West end near the border right up until one approaches 
the metropolitan area surrounding Istanbul cycling is tolerated.  In fact for some the E80 is 
preferable to other roads for cycling on with its wide shoulder and relatively quiet traffic.  In contrast 
however, by the time this road reaches the Bosphorus it is busy, fast and dangerous with high 
concrete wall sides and multiple lane traffic merging at high speeds.  Here it is very dangerous to 
ride and most definitely illegal and not tolerated by local Police.  The transition of where this road 
becomes too much to ride on is somewhat ambiguous so we are defining a point of tolerance after 
which it is prohibited in the race.  Make no assumption however that up until this point the road 
remains pleasant or appropriate for cycling on.  It is already stated above in point 3. that the road 
becomes very busy and dangerous well before this. 

Riders must leave the E80 before or at the Mahmutbey Gişeleri toll plaza.  Pedestrian exit routes 
are available here and it is an obvious landmark.   This is a very strictly defined rule and any ride 
riding past this point will be disqualified without question.  There shall be no excuses.  It is the duty 
of every rider to plan a safe route into Istanbul accordingly.  If you have spent time planning an 
optimum route to bypass the Ataturk Arboretum detailed in the controls above, then you will not 
need to pass anywhere close to this toll plaza at all as you will be further North a lot earlier. 

Address: 

Mahmutbey Gişeleri 
Mehmet Akif Mh. 

34303 Küçükçekmece/İstanbul 

Coordinates: 41°03'40.6"N 28°48'41.0"E 

Travelling further than this point on E80 = instant elimination from the race.  
There will be no second chances.  

Recommended last exit is at co-ord’s 41.195045, 28.080046
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Registration Documents // Checklist 

With a much larger field in this year’s race it is important that we are more thorough in the 
documentation so for registration you will need to provide the following..  

• Photographic identification 
• Proof of Address 
• Doctor’s Note 
• Proof of Insurance 
• Tracker Deposit (payment will be possible by card or online via paypal) 
• Signed Transcontinental Rider Agreement 

Photo ID 
  
For example Passport / Drivers License / ID card to prove it is you and so no imposter can steal 
your place on the starting line. 

Proof of Address 
  
For a utility bill or letter from an official body to your residential address.  A photocopy is 
acceptable. 

Doctors Note 
  
Due to regulations in some countries we must ask you to provide a medical note signed by your 
doctor to certify that you are in good enough physical health to undertake the demands of the 
event. 

Proof of Insurance 
  
All riders must have valid insurance which covers emergency extraction and repatriation.  Please 
bring your policy number.  European riders must also have an E111 card as applicable for 
treatment in European countries.   

The Transcontinental does not have any affiliations with insurance companies but two of the best 
UK based companies we have used recently for competitive adventure sports are Dogtag and 
Snowcard.  Non-UK residents will be looking for a similar equivalent. 

As always, if in doubt contact the insurer to ensure that the level of cover you will require is 
provided and note that there are no cash prizes in the Transcontinental as this can affect premiums 
and cover.  

Signed Agreement 
  
The last page of this manual, you have agreed online to this as part of the entry process but a copy 
will also be provided to sign at registration.  You can also print and sign this before hand if you wish 
to speed up the registration process. 



Other Documentation Reminders 

Visas 
  
Remember that it is your responsibility as a rider to know what the visa requirements are for your 
passport.  Be aware of when you will be travelling outside of the Schengen agreement countries 
and which border control points you can travel through.  It is allowable to use public transport to 
cross borders if there is no alternative means, but remember that all the miles up to and from the 
border must be cycled on each side.  If your transport takes you beyond the border, you must go 
back and repeat this on the bike. 
  
Turkey is making its visa application electronically based.  The service is online and this should be 
applied for up front to avoid any problems.  



Helmets, Reflective Vests & Safety 
  
Unfortunately I must remind you that we live in a world where in the court of law the wearing of a 
plastic hat can be used as the main indicator as to whether or not an individual is of a reckless 
disposition and or culpable and whether organisations are negligent or otherwise.  It’s sad, but it’s 
true and it means we must enforce a policy of no helmet no ride in the event to ensure its longevity 
and reputation.  All Helmets must be compliant with EN1078 or equivalent.   Thank you in advance 
for your understanding and cooperation. 

In general always check your lights are in good working order before it gets dark and make sure 
you are physically and mentally in good shape and well fed for what is ahead.  Remember in 
France that it is a legal requirement to wear a reflective tabard/vest if riding at night. 

Ferries 

Starting this year in mainland Europe means there is no need to cross the English Channel.  
However in order that racers are able to chose a wide variety of challenging and interesting routes, 
we also allow other ferry services to be used for crossing the Adriatic.  Ferry travel is not to be 
used to short cut or replace cycling travel however and all travel down the same coastline is not 
permitted.  Consider the spirit of the rules and fair play, do not attempt to find a cheeky boat ride to 
victory, this includes the ferry across the mouth of Kotor and Risan bay.   

The following routes are permitted. 

Ancona to Split or Hvar 
Bari to Dubrovnik, Bar or Durres 

Social Media and Language Groups 
  
In order to encourage more international participation and following we have several 'Official' TCR 
Facebook groups set up for riders to discuss all aspects of the race, planning and training in their 
chosen language.  Unsurprisingly English is the most popular with more than 1300 members to 
date, but at present we also have... 
  
Italian 
French 
German 
Greek 
Dutch 
Finnish 

These groups are useful to find your fellow competitors, and for friends and family following the 
race to share information to help them keep track of the race.  We would welcome any bi-lingual 
users who wish to share posts from the main Facebook page or English group with their chosen 
language group in that language. 
  

http://facebook.com/groups/Transcontinental.en/
http://facebook.com/groups/Transcontinental.it/
http://facebook.com/groups/Transcontinental.fr/
http://facebook.com/groups/Transcontinental.de/
http://facebook.com/groups/Transcontinental.gr/
http://facebook.com/groups/Transcontinental.nl/
http://facebook.com/groups/Transcontinental.fi/


If you have a group of users wishing to establish another language group, please get in touch via 
race@transcontinental.cc 

Policy of the Transcontinental Race on groups is to be ‘hands-off’ and not to unduly censor content 
or criticism.  We do however encourage all members to use it well and be respectful of each other 
and will remove any content which is inappropriate or breaches the rider agreement. 

We would advise riders to refrain from sharing all the exact details of their route with others as we 
strongly advise all riders to make their route decisions themselves for their own safety and piece 
of mind.   

The route planning procedure and its research is an important part of the learning and preparation 
that all riders should go through to be aware of their surroundings and the areas and challenges 
they will pass whilst on the TCR.  Blindly following a route someone else has made for you or that 
you have copied from someone else without the rationale and decision making (and without 
knowing the available contingencies) is a recipe for disaster, as is not thoroughly planning a route 
into Istanbul. 

Do you remember a time when you were given some advice and you thought “sure it’ll be alright”?
then you had time to reflect on it later and think “why on earth didn’t I take that advice more 
seriously?” - Well this is one of those times. 

A few navigational tips... 
  
Good, quick navigation is key for a quick ride to Istanbul.  When navigating with GPS devices it is 
best not to use their turn by turn navigation to take you on good bike routes – they are not up to the 
job of choosing good roads to ride on.   

By far the best way to navigate quickly and effectively is to research and choose the best roads at 
home ahead of the race and upload the route to your device.  Simply displaying your route on the 
map and then following the line will always give you a good idea of what’s coming up and if you 
miss a turn, how to get back on route without too much backtracking.  Relying too much on the 
devices to do the decision making often leads to a lot of riding through fields or on busy highways.   

It is also a good idea to have a few alternative route files on your device in those areas where 
you’re not sure, then you can easily switch to a plan B.  Having a list of small towns you plan to 
pass through is also a good idea for a backup plan if things go wrong until you can buy a map, 
which you can do in hundreds of places along the route.    

When selecting a GPS device pick a simple robust model for your primary navigation and if you 
want to have fitness data and other functions think about having dual redundancy as many of these 
functions running at the same time can lead to system crashes.  If your primary navigation device 
is a separate robust unit with replaceable batteries, then you will likely always have your navigation 
available and not lose time to outages. 

Its also very important that you plan a good route into Istanbul and prepare well for your arrival. It is 
tempting to think that you will just ride into the city and finish and that will be it but the city is 
sprawling and once you hit the built up area that surrounds it you might have as much as 30km to 
ride before reaching the finish line. The required parcour via the Belgrade Forest helps you with 
one of the most pleasant entries to the finish line but beware cutting through the heart of the city to 
reach it. For previous competitors it has been one of the most challenging parts of the ride. 

mailto:race@transcontinental.cc


Remember to feed yourself to the end also. Its a simple thing as its very tempting to think you will 
be at the finish line soon and so you don't need to eat but the reason we often feel more tired after 
a 100km ride than we do half way through a 200km ride is that we are still feeding ourselves. 
Stocking up on food as you enter the city will keep your brain alive as well as your legs and give 
you something to snack on as you flop about on the floor at the Rumeli Hisari. 

Satellite Tracking 

Satellite tracking is covered within the entry fee.  SPOT Personal Satellite Trackers will be 
available for collection all day on Friday and their use demonstrated.   

Private Trackers 

Private trackers are welcome and encouraged.  If you wish to use your own tracker please let us 
know ASAP via race@transcontinental.cc (note that a Garmin style GPS device doesn’t perform 
the same function as a tracker).   

You are not obliged to carry a tracker but if we cannot determine your location we cannot include 
you in the event leaderboard and you will be asked for other evidence to confirm your ride to get 
your time. 
  

SPOT Trace: 

The SPOT Trace device has all the tracking functionality of the regular SPOT units, with 5 minute 
tracking rates, continual function without reset and automatic accelerometer based start and stop. 
The SOS and messaging functions are however removed and the device has very little in the way 
of buttons and feedback. It is much more a fit and forget style unit and as such the batteries (the 
same 4 x AAA lithium or NiMH) have been shown to last as much as 2 weeks which means that 
most will be able to complete the race without replacement. 

Trace do not have SOS function but units will send an email to the owner if they are powered down 
using the off-button.  It is therefore possible, under exceptional circumstances to send a coded 
message, such as 3 power downs in a row if a rider is in distress and has no other options but bear 
in mind there is no guarantee that this will be received in a timely manner.  Should any such 
combination of emails be received by TCR or trackleaders, our tracking supplier - then we will 
attempt to inform a rider’s next of kin.  Rider’s should agree with their next of kin what action in 
such an event, if any, their next of kin may take.  TCR will not necessarily take any action, just 
relay the message. 

The trace unit measures 66 x 56 x 28mm and weighs approx 100g.  It clips to a carrier that 
attaches to the bike via a cable tie and should be attached to a hard point on the bike so that its 
accelerometer picks up vibrations and can have a clear view of the sky.  The trackers will not 
function correctly in pockets or in bags so please reserve a space on your handlebars as this is the 
optimum place.  The SPOT logo on the device should always point to the sky. 

Riders simply need to power the unit on at the start of the race, the Trace has only power and gps 
lights which will flash for 30 minutes before it enters a ‘covert’ state with no light indicators.  Power 
and function can be checked when in this state by tapping the power button.  To power the unit 
down the power button must be held down for 3 sec.  The power light will flash rapidly before going 
out. 



To keep riders tracking more reliably in 2015 TCR will be providing battery replacement at controls 
with the majority of replacements likely at CP3 Vukovar.  In case you arrive at controls during 
downtime or otherwise miss these battery replacement opportunities it is recommended that riders 
carry a spare set of AAA Lithium batteries.  It is very important that they are the Lithium batteries.   

TCR recommend the Energizer Lithium Ultra brand as the best performing.  9/10 riders who have 
had tracking outages in the TCR have been found to have non-lithium batteries in their tracker at 
the finish. 

A refundable deposit will be required for each tracker at registration against loss or damage, this 
will be equivalent to the suggested retail price of the device.  If you withdraw from the race without 
reaching Istanbul or complete after 10th August, then you must contact us within 48hrs with details 
of how you will return the tracker to the address below in a timely manner.   

Trackers are supplied on the understanding of a finish and return within 30 days of receipt or they 
may incur additional rental charges.  All deposits will be non-refundable 60 days after receipt. 

Return Trackers to TCR staff at Finish or mail to: 

Transcontinental Race 
15 Ton Rd 
Llangybi 
NP15 1NT 
United Kingdom 



The Rules 

The Transcontinental is a race from point A to point B, via control points on a bicycle for solo riders 
without any dedicated assistance.  It’s pretty simple really but some scallywags do whatever they 
can to get one over on the rest of us, so we need some rules. 

Here is what riding the Transcontinental means and what you’ll have to do to be in with a shot of 
being the fastest hobo in Europe. 

 1. Ride from the start line in Flanders to the finish in Istanbul, via the control points listed in         
this manual and specified on the Brevet Card.. 

 2. No 3rd party support, private lodgings or resupply.  All food, drink and equipment must be         
carried with you or acquired at commercially available services. 

 3. No drafting.         

 4. All forward travel overland must be human powered.         

 5. The following ferry services are permitted..         

Ancona - Split / Hvar 
Bari - Dubrovnik 
Bari - Bar 
Bari - Durres 

Note that ferries across the mouth of Kotor bay are not permitted, this is because there is a 
perfectly decent road around the bay and some lovely views, also to stop you sneaking up 
on us if we are having a snooze at CP4. 

 6. Look after your tracker and maintain its signal or collect evidence of your ride to prove you         
did it right.  SPOT trace units do not give much feedback so it may not be apparent if you 
have stopped tracking.  Pressing the unit power button however will wake them from this 
covert state and display their functioning.  We will attempt to notify you if you are not 
tracking correctly, also it is a good idea to notify one of your friends and family to do the 
same. 

 7. 2+ days of inactivity without report to the Race Director will be deemed a scratch.         

 8. Travel insurance, cycle helmets and lights are mandatory, we may be checking.         

 9. This is a largely self-validated race and it is taken on trust that the ride presented has been         
ridden in good faith.  However if that trust is found to be broken, for example if the rider is 
pictured drafting another, dismissal of the offending riders will be swift and definite.  You are 
strongly encouraged to report foul play in your fellow riders.  This should not be viewed as 
malicious against the rider(s) concerned, but a favour and duty to the racing community for 
preserving an honest self policing racing culture. 

 10. You also need to be au fait with the rules of the road in the countries you intend to visit and       
stick by them.  Ignorance is no excuse.  This means things like stopping at red lights, stop 
signs and not riding on roads you shouldn’t.  Yes there is potential for mis-adventure out 
there and you might find yourself riding somewhere you didn’t intend to. However, if you are 



found to be breaking the laws to get ahead not only might you get your collar felt by the 
local constabulary but depending on the circumstances the consequences may range from 
us tutting and taking a dim view, to you being out on your arse. 

 11. We reserve the right to boot you out if you do anything that brings the race into disrepute or       
threatens the viability of any future editions. 

 12. You should act within the spirit of the rules as well as within the letter of them.  In the event       
that a competitor is found to have broken, bent or attempted to circumvent the rules in order 
to gain an advantage, violations will be taken on a case by case basis.  Just because there 
isn’t a rule to cover the specific flavour of deviousness you’ve chosen, it doesn’t mean you’ll 
get away with it.  Things can catch up with you - just ask Lance. 

 13. Talk to us.  If there’s ambiguity on the rules or you don’t know what to do; ask.  If you think       
you did something cheeky but you didn’t mean it - tell us, explain why and surely everything 
will be OK.  If you need to make a judgement call, think about the spirit of fair play and 
doing the right thing, think of the rider behind you and the rider in front, how would you feel 
if you were them.  Tell us why you did what you did.  Collect evidence, make a video of your 
predicament, that kind of thing.  The more up front you are, the better. 

 14. If you get disqualified, chances are you won’t find out until you’ve finished.        

Pairs Riders 

       In the pairs category riders in the pair act as a unit and may share food, equipment,      
information and resources between themselves and help each other including riding in each 
other’s slipstream but no support is to come from outside the pair and resources cannot be 
shared outside the pair.  To all intents and purposes the pair shall interact with others 
outside of the pair as if they were a solo rider. 

    15.   Solo and Assisted Finishes 

  A solo finish is regarded as a finish ‘with honours’ and qualifies riders to contest the overall            
General Classification. [I.e. a rider cannot win the 2015 Transcontinental if they do not 
qualify a solo finish.] 

  Should any rider receive outside assistance from another rider in the race then this is            
classed as an assisted finish.  These two riders will effectively become a pair and will 
receive the time at which both of their Brevet Cards have been stamped (i.e. that of the 
later finisher) regardless of when they finish.  If you are prepared to give or receive help to 
or from another rider then, they will become your partner and you will be bound to them on 
time. 

  The exception to this is that riders can help another rider in an emergency situation on the            
understanding that the rider who needs the help gives up their Brevet Card to the helping 
rider and scratches from the race.  This allows the helping rider to help/rescue a rider in 
distress and also achieve a Solo finish.  If a rider gets themselves into a situation where 
they required rescue then carry on to Istanbul, whatever the merits of their ride they cannot 
reasonably be said to have completed the TCR. 

 16. These rules are by no means exhaustive and may be annexed in future updates.       



And always remember…. 

This is your adventure and there are many reasons to ride your bike across Europe, winning a bike 
race is pretty cool but its not the be-all and end-all of things.  Keep in mind your own reasons for 
doing this, that there can only be one winner.  Things can and will go tits up, probably with varying 
degrees of severity on a daily basis. If winning is the only thing that matters then the odds of 
disappointment are high but everyone can race their brains out and consider themselves Lord or 
Lady Badass for taking on this monster. 

Enjoy the ride. 



2015 START LIST

Solos 

	 1	 	 Kristof Allegeart          
	 2	 	 Josh Ibbett          
	 3	 	 Pippa Handley          
	 4	 	 Mikko Mäkipää          
	 5	 	 Matthias Mueller          
	 6	 	 Juliana Buhring          
	 7	 	 Emily Chappell          
	 8	 	 Adel Tyson Bloor          
	 9	 	 Gunther Desmet          
	 10	 	 Ishmael Burdeau        
	 11	 	 Samuel Becuwe        
	 12	 	 Robert Goldie        
	 13	 	 Leo Tong        
	 14	 	 Andrew Allday        
	 15	 	 Bernd Paul        
	 16	 	 Jonathan Elliot        
	 17	 	 Alexandre Bourgeonnier        
	 18	 	 Nico Valsesia        
	 19	 	 Mike Sheldrake        
	 20	 	 Alain Rumpf        
	 21	 	 Sarah Searle        
	 22	 	 Oliver Quinton        
	 23	 	 Iain Findlay        
	 24	 	 Chris White        
	 25	 	 Matthijs Ligt        
	 26	 	 Hans-Jürgen Schmitz-Rech        
	 27	 	 Henri van Winkoop        
	 28	 	 Andy Lloyd        
	 29	 	 Lee Pearce        
	 30	 	 Sergei Konov        
	 31	 	 Martin Mcconnell        
	 32	 	 Patrick Miette        
	 33	 	 Simon Romaine        
	 34	 	 Socrates Solomides        
	 35	 	 John Bakewell        
	 36	 	 Neil (Jack) Peterson        
	 37	 	 Gareth Baines        
	 38	 	 David Goldberg        
	 39	 	 Piero Rivoira        
	 40	 	 Dylan Hubble        
	 41	 	 Rian Cope        
	 42	 	 Zbynek Simcik        
	 43	 	 Eoin Corcoran        
	 44	 	 Lionel Bobb        
	 45	 	 Martin Neitzke        
	 46	 	 Christopher Bennett        
	 47	 	 Douglas Migden        
	 48	 	 David Hart        
	 49	 	 Rik Deckx        
	 50	 	 Didier Matteoda        
	 51	 	 Nicky Anderson        
	 52	 	 Rob Mcritchie        



	 53	 	 Sebastian Hübner        
	 54	 	 Palash Sarkar        
	 55	 	 Beppe Scotti        
	 56	 	 Paul Toigo        
	 57	 	 Stefano T. Fabrizi        
	 58	 	 Elena Solomides        
	 59	 	 Pierre Cauderay        
	 60	 	 Jonas Goy        
	 61	 	 David Evans        
	 62	 	 Karl Speed        
	 63	 	 Steve Murphy        
	 64	 	 Ashley Sharp        
	 65	 	 Mark Booker        
	 66	 	 Philippe Lebas        
	 67	 	 Paul Buckley        
	 68	 	 John Weller        
	 69	 	 Nick Hutton        
	 70	 	 Wil Kitcher        
	 71	 	 Francis Ransley        
	 72	 	 Robert Mensing        
	 73	 	 Martin Cox        
	 74	 	 Jihad Azmuddin        
	 75	 	 James Hayden        
	 76	 	 Aaron Piper        
	 77	 	 Ian Watson        
	 78	 	 Timothy Pulleyn        
	 79	 	 Matt Brady        
	 80	 	 Nelson Trees        
	 81	 	 Ry McGrath        
	 82	 	 Thomas Searby        
	 83	 	 Jeff Liu        
	 84	 	 Tim Beicht        
	 85	 	 Boris Pupič        
	 86	 	 Doug Bridgens        
	 87	 	 Eric Verlinde        
	 88	 	 Christian Ekdahl        
	 89	 	 Joseph Todd        
	 90	 	 Eric Dol        
	 91	 	 Jonathan Kelley        
	 92	 	 Sergiu Buciuc        
	 93	 	 Remy Pedussel        
	 94	 	 Michi Adams        
	 95	 	 Arran Pearson        
	 96	 	 Henry Rijkenberg        
	 97	 	 Jerome Barrouillet        
	 98	 	 Jim Anquez        
	 99	 	 Julian Bartlett        
	 100	 	 Joel Bromley      
	 101	 	 Martian Cioana      
	 102	 	 Paul Alinejad      
	 103	 	 Matthew Collins      
	 104	 	 Damien Brown      
	 105	 	 George Martyn-Simmons      
	 106	 	 Valentijn Vuegen      
	 107	 	 Thomas Schaper      
	 108	 	 Stefan Slegl      



	 109	 	 Jens Frederickx      
	 110	 	 Daniel Johansson      
	 111	 	 Clement Stawicki      
	 112	 	 Phillip Dundas      
	 113	 	 Simeon Jurukov      
	 114	 	 Tom Willard      
	 115	 	 Martin Frerichs      
	 116	 	 Martin Hickman      
	 117	 	 Cristian Amoroso      
	 118	 	 Stefan Kronawetter      
	 119	 	 Kurt Verheyden      
	 120	 	 Werner Hohn      
	 121	 	 Paul Ward      
	 122	 	 Toni Botifoll Castejon      
	 123	 	 James Biggerestaff      
	 124	 	 Tomas Navratil      
	 125	 	 Jakub Vlček      
	 126	 	 Felix Burkhardt      
	 127	 	 Andreas Thier      
	 128	 	 Alex Metcalfe      
	 129	 	 André Schuster      
	 130	 	 David Coulon      
	 131	 	 Robert Carlier      
	 132	 	 Roberto Buonamano      
	 133	 	 Daniel Fisher      
	 134	 	 Winston Christie-Blick      
	 135	 	 Samuel Lalande-Markon      
	 136	 	 Roland Guillon      
	 137	 	 Andrej Zaman      
	 138	 	 Andrea Collino      
	 139	 	 Serguei Stassiouk      
	 140	 	 Vincenzo Ferrarese      
	 141	 	 Peter Vancampenhout      
	 142	 	 Ben Steurbaut      
	 143	 	 Jurriaan Oudhoff      
	 144	 	 Jim Cameron      
	 145	 	 Daniel Welch      
	 146	 	 Stefan Landtau      
	 147	 	 Giancarlo Avella      
	 148	 	 Matthieu Tordeur      
	 149	 	 Robrecht Desmet      
	 150	 	 Frank Biersteker      
	 151	 	 Fabian Rabe      
	 152	 	 Stephane Ouaja      
	 153	 	 Stefan Maertens      
	 154	 	 Steve Roberts      
	 155	 	 Charles Copeland      
	 156	 	 Matthew Swain      
	 157	 	 Luke Allen      
	 158	 	 Marin Roso      
	 159	 	 Patricio Ortiz de Rozas      
	 160	 	 Dmitry Motylev      
	 161	 	 Michel Sutter      
	 162	 	 Peter Trawnicek      
	 163	 	 Valter Mariani      
	 164	 	 Gregory Barry      



	 165	 	 Vincent Drain      
	 166	 	 Ben Gothard      
	 167	 	 Andreas Wittkemper      
	 168	 	 Mathias Dalgas      
	 169	 	 Derek Brown      
	 170	 	 Rod Aitchison      
	 171	 	 Angela Wolz      
	 172	 	 Elijus Civilis      
	 173	 	 Paul Velten      
	 174	 	 Stefano Mantegazza      
	 175	 	 Francis Besuchet      
	 176	 	 Edu Gonzalo      
	 177	 	 Adrian Bailey      
	 178	 	 Andrew Brogan      
	 179	 	 Ben McDonald      
	 180	 	 Hajo Kruger      
	 181	 	 Mark Hunter      
	 182	 	 Walter Reiterer      

Pairs 

	 1	 [200] 	 Toby Gamlen	  	 & 	 Daniel Humphrey          
	 2	 [201] 	 Niccolò Varanini 	 & 	 Jacopo Porreca          
	 3	 [202] 	 Neil Phillips 	 	 & 	 Timothy France          
	 4	 [203] 	 Charles Hughes 	 & 	 Bruce Hughes          
	 5	 [204] 	 Robin Borstmayer 	 & 	 Davidson Kingan          
	 6	 [205] 	 Stuart Campbell 	 & 	 David Winton          
	 7	 [206] 	 Rajko Nenadov 	 & 	 Gordan Topalovic          
	 8	 [207] 	 Pieter Cappon 		 & 	 Roeland Cappon          
	 9	 [208] 	 Joanna O’Brien 	 & 	 Katie L’Herpiniere          
	 10	 [209] 	 Robert Wolf 	 	 & 	 Wolf Becvar        
	 11	 [210] 	 Russell Stout 	 	 & 	 Fraser Waters        
	 12	 [211] 	 John Kilpatrick 	 & 	 Gary Boyd (P)        
	 13	 [212] 	 Mathias Ahrberg 	 & 	 Matthias Rau        
	 14	 [213] 	 Nick Williamson 	 & 	 Vincent Christan        
	 15	 [214] 	 Peter Worsfold 	 & 	 Louise Nalton        
	 16	 [215] 	 Peter Tannenberger 	 & 	 Christian Schaefer        
	 17	 [216] 	 Mathias Berger 	 & 	 Fabian Metzlaff        
	 18	 [217] 	 Henning Bock 		 & 	 Janina Grote        
	 19	 [218] 	 Thomas Rounding 	 & 	 Simon Rounding        
	 20	 [219] 	 Roberto Menicucci 	 & 	 Paolo Dellapiana        
	 21	 [220] 	 Stuart Goodwin 	 & 	 Jonathan Shergold        
	 22	 [221] 	 Rudy Rollenberg 	 & 	 Ronny Dumonceau        
	 23	 [222] 	 Trevor Thompson 	 & 	 John Souter        



Frequently(ish) asked questions. 

Sounds like a nice cycle tour, why race it? 

Why race anything?  The Tour de France would probably be a nice bike ride too, but its not; its a 
race and so is this.  There are superficial similarities to lightweight cycle touring but don’t think of it 
as a competitive version of cycle touring, more an unsupported version of bicycle racing.  In no 
way should it spoil the simple delights of touring your bike across Europe, any more than existence 
of the English Premier League should spoil a good kick about in the park with your mates. 

Can I just ride it at my own pace? 

There are no time limits as such so technically yes.  You will be a part of all the fun and have your 
ride tracked and followed on the race website but the checkpoints and finish lines are not 
permanent features and so may not still be there when you get there.  It is actually a race though, 
so if it’s a relaxed cycle tour you want this might not be for you.   Places are limited on the race so 
spare a thought for those who might want to be in a race and be competitive. 

Why Solo and Self-Supported? 

Support teams and vehicles are expensive and mean you’d need either deep pockets or generous 
sponsorship.  We believe that the differentiator in adventure racing should be the aptitude, 
athleticism and attitude of the individuals, not the budget.  Unsupported racing is intended to be 
accessible and affordable to all, just like the bicycle itself. 

As such the race is more than a measure of leg power, it’s a journey of self sufficiency and a 
challenge of fortitude and competence.  Being alone and self reliant is part of the test and part of 
the adventure.  Besides you don’t need an entourage following you when you have man’s greatest 
invention at your disposal. 

Why is there no set route? 

There are a few reasons for not setting an exact route but it comes down to three things: 

1. Most importantly having the ability to choose your own route gives you greater control over your 
adventure and thereby your own safety.  Is traffic on this road too heavy? - take a different road.  
Are you running out of food or water? - divert through the next town.  You are there on the ground, 
best placed to make these decisions and it is important that they are your decisions, not ones 
made for you. 

2. Conditions change. Flooding, forest fire, traffic jams, rock slides, you name it - if the road ahead 
is blocked what do you do? If there’s no set route, that’s up to you.  You can use your own 
judgement and route round without consulting the rule book or worrying about disqualification. 

3. Its impractical, costly and unnecessary to police.  If we make rules that are easy to break, hard 
to enforce and ultimately have little value to the race, then we increase the cost for no good 
reason.  Choosing a quick, safe route is part of the challenge. 



What kind of organisation can I expect then? 

We want the adventure to be as unconstrained as possible, but also fair.  Riders will be expected 
to fend for themselves, as organisers we will be mostly concerned with: 

Providing full race handbook of rules, regulations and advice. 
Ensuring fair play and adjudicating the race. 
Providing interactive coverage of the event through new media and satellite tracking. 
Some useful and unique goodies. 
Ensuring you get a good send off from the start. 
Checking you off at the checkpoints to make sure you do it all right. 
Validating your Finish in Istanbul. 
Taking some nice pictures. 
A few prizes for hero-like riding at the end. 

Drafting / Group Riding and the Start 

Drafting other riders or vehicles is not permitted in the TCR.  However, you will be riding out from 
the start in the first instance as a group in roughly the same direction and the race is very long and 
the start is at night so within reason some group riding, clustering and social riding will be tolerated.  

As dawn breaks on the first day of racing however you will be expected to ride alone and any riders 
spending long periods of time very close to others will come under close scrutiny.  Any riders 
pictured or otherwise proved to be drafting may be disqualified, this may include the draftee as well 
as the drafter. 

TCR does not publish a technical description of what drafting is and is not but generally it is the 
purposeful following of another rider or vehicle which will give an aerodynamic aid to the following 
rider.  Should you require more explicit guidance then please refer to your regional time trialling 
body rule book for examples. 

It is a rider’s responsibility to ensure that they are not being drafted, as well as that they are not 
drafting themselves. 

What if my bike breaks? 

Fix it 
Take it to a bike/repair shop* 
Walk 

*You may catch public transport to make repairs but you may not use private or chartered 
transport.  You must then RIDE back from the point of repair to the point at which the transport 
was taken in order to continue.  Only human power can be used to propel you towards the finish 
line and while ever your bike is serviceable, it should be your sole means of transport. 



Can I use a velomobile/recumbent/tandem? 

This is a bicycle race, for what most understand as regular bicycles.  We like to see people on 
roughly the same kind of machine, otherwise why race at all.?   

Tandems are not permitted in the pairs class for now.  The rationale is that the pairs class is under 
trial and exists for safety.  Central to this is that if one rider is involved in an accident then there is 
someone there to be at their aid.  If you are on the same bike then there is every likelihood that you 
are having the same accident. 

What If something happens which forces me to take something other 
than human power across a section or I do so by mistake. 

One example of this was an Australian rider in 2013 who, due to peculiarities with rules for Non-EU 
nationals and Shengen borders (or local interpretation) was not allowed to cross a Croatian border 
at a particular location and was advised to cross at a larger border post.  The rider ended up taking 
the train in order to be able to cross the border.  In these circumstances riders must preserve an 
unbroken line of cycling with no gaps or miles not peddled.  The correct thing for the rider to do is 
to go and back-track to the other side of the un-passable border and continue his or her journey 
from there.  A similar incident occurred in the 2014 race when race leader Kristof Allegaert took and 
illegal ferry across the mouth of Kotor and Risan bay.  He was able to ‘fix’ this situation by returning 
to the point at which the ferry was taken and continue along the road in the correct manner.  He 
was alerted of his error at the next control.   In that case the control was only 2-3 hours away.  Bear 
in mind that if you make such an error and have to return to correct it you could be much further 
away from the next control.  Be diligent about maintaining the unbroken line of human powered 
motion (unless it is with a race-legal ferry). 

What happens if I get lost? 

Get unlost* 

*Answer stolen from Bearbones Backpacking 



RIDER ENTRY AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT IS MADE BETWEEN: 

(1) TRANSCONTINENTAL RACE LIMITED, a company incorporated in England and Wales (company registration number 08456312) whose registered 
office is at 2 Clifton Moor Business Village, James Nicolson Link, York, North Yorkshire, YO30 4XG, United Kingdom ("the Company"); 

(2) The individual whose name, address and contact details are specified in the individual's application for this adventure (referred to as "the Rider”) 

RECITALS: 

(A) Words and phrases defined in clause 1.1 below shall have the same meanings in these Recitals. 

(B) The Company owns or controls all rights in and to the Event, and intends to stage and manage the Event. 

(C) The Rider wishes to enter and participate in the Event. 

(D) The Company has agreed to accept the Rider’s entry for the Event conditional upon the Rider entering into this Agreement and participating in the 
Event upon and subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement (the "Terms of Entry") and the Event Rules. 

OPERATIVE PROVISIONS: 

1. Definitions 

1.1 The following terms shall have the meaning set out opposite them below, unless the context otherwise requires: 

1.1.1 "Commercial Partners" means any third party with whom a contract is lawfully concluded for the exploitation of the Commercial Rights; 

1.1.2 “Commercial Rights” means any and all rights of a commercial nature connected with the Event including, without limitation, broadcasting rights, 
sponsorship rights, merchandising and licensing rights, ticketing rights, promotional rights, catering and hospitality rights, New Media rights and interactive 
games rights; 

1.1.3 “Designated Starting Point” means the venue which the Company decides upon, and notifies the Riders of, and is the place from which the Event 
shall commence on the first day of the Event Period; 

1.1.4 “Designated Finishing Point” means the destination at which the Event is designated to finish, being such destination and on the last day of the Event 
Period; 

1.1.5 "Effective Date" means the date of signature of this Agreement or the date thirty (30) days prior to the first day of the Event Period, whichever the 
earlier; 

1.1.6 “Entry Fee” means the amount of £165 (transaction fees may apply); 

1.1.7 "Event" means the Transcontinental 2015 an endurance cycling challenge running from the Designated Starting Point to the Designated Finishing 
Point taking place during the Event Period; 

1.1.8 "Event Director/s" means the person/s appointed by the Company as being responsible for the overall administration and management of the Event; 

1.1.9 "Event Period" means the inclusive period from 24th July 2015 to 10th August 2015 or such longer or shorter period as the Company may notify to the 
Rider; 

1.1.10 "Event Manual" means the manual set out in Schedule 1; 

1.1.11 "Event Marks" means the event titles, words and logo(s) which are owned or controlled by the Company and which appear in Schedule 2; 



1.1.12 “Event Rules” means the rules in respect of the Event as contained in the Event Manual and/or as notified by the Company to the Rider; 

1.1.13 “Event Schedule” means the schedule of relevant dates, activities and events relating to and/or comprising part of the Event as set out in Schedule 
3; 

1.1.14 “Fundraising Rights” means those rights granted to the Rider (if any) pursuant to the Terms of Entry and/or the Event Rules; 

1.1.15 “Intellectual Property Rights” shall mean all present and future right, title and interest in any trademarks, service marks, registered designs, utility 
models, design rights, copyright (including copyright in computer software, film, sound and photographs), database rights (including in relation to technical 
data and results), trade secrets and other confidential information, know-how, business or trade names (including internet domain names and e-mail 
address names) and all other intellectual and industrial property and rights of a similar or corresponding nature, whether registered or not or capable of 
registration or not and including the right to apply for and all applications for any of the foregoing rights and the right to sue for infringements of any of the 
foregoing rights. 

1.1.16 “New Media” shall mean broadcasts via cellular mobile telecommunications systems on cellular telecommunications devices and/or the world wide 
web, as such technology is modified, developed or replaced from time to time; 

1.1.17 "Officials" means the director(s) of the Company and other persons nominated by the Company; 

1.1.18 “Payment Method“ means payment via the Paypal Checkout merchant account registered under the Company's name or via such other method as 
the Company may stipulate; 

1.1.19 "Relevant Law" means all legislation, codes of practice, standards, guidelines and regulations (in each case having the force of law) together with all 
applicable regulations and rules (including the Event Rules) applicable to the Event and otherwise to the subject matter (whether obligations, goods or 
services) in question; 

1.1.20 "Term" means the inclusive period from the Effective Date until 31 December 2015; 

1.1.21 "Territory" means the World; 

1.2 Unless the context otherwise requires words denoting the singular shall include the plural and vice versa and words denoting any one gender shall 
include all genders and words denoting persons shall include bodies corporate, unincorporated associations and partnerships. 

1.3 References in this Agreement to clauses and schedules are to clauses and schedules to this Agreement. 

1.4 References to any statute shall include references to such statute as it may after the date of this Agreement from time to time be amended, 
supplemented or re-enacted. 

1.5 The headings in this Agreement are inserted for convenience only and shall not affect its construction. 

1.6 The word "including" is not to be treated as a word of limitation. 

2. Entry and participation 

2.1 The Rider hereby agrees to enter and participate in the Event upon and subject to the Terms of Entry and the Event Rules. 

2.2 For the avoidance of doubt, the Rider shall observe and abide in every respect by the Terms of Entry and the Event Rules and any decision of the 
Company or the Event Director (including any decision to prevent the Rider’s further participation in the Event.) Such decisions shall be binding on the 
Rider, who acknowledges that they shall not have the power to revoke or alter any such decisions. 

3. Title 

3.1 The Event shall be named “Transcontinental 2015” “TCR2015” or "Transcontinental No.3" or such other name as the Company shall notify to the Rider. 



3.2 The Rider shall use their best endeavours to refer to the Event with the title in clause 3.1 above at all times and in particular during any performance of 
the obligations set out in clause 6.1. 

4. Entry fees 

4.1 In consideration of the acceptance of the Rider’s entry to participate in the Event by the Company, the Rider agrees to pay the Company the Entry Fee.  
Such Entry Fee shall be paid to the Company on or before the 10th working day after their sign up (unless otherwise agreed by the Company) via the 
Payment Method or by such other means as specified by the Company. 

4.2  The Rider should ensure that payment is received in full after any third party (eg. bank) charges have been subtracted.  The Company will not be liable 
for any such third party charges. 

4.3 For the avoidance of doubt, failure to pay the Entry Fee in full by the date specified in clause 4.1 shall entitle the Company to disqualify the Team from 
participation in the Event. 

5. Obligations of the Company 

5.1 The Company represents, warrants and undertakes: 

5.1.1 that it has and will continue to have throughout the Term full right and title and authority to enter into this Agreement and to accept and perform the 
obligations imposed on it under this Agreement; 

5.1.2 to use all reasonable endeavours to organise, manage and stage the Event; 

5.1.3 without prejudice to clause 5.1.2, to use all reasonable endeavours to organise the Event Schedule and provide a copy of the Event Schedule to the 
Rider on or before the commencement of the first day of the Event Period. During the Term, the Company will also notify the Rider as soon as practicable of 
any updates or amendments to the Event Schedule; 

5.1.4 without prejudice to clause 5.1.2, to use all reasonable endeavours to fulfil its obligations as identified in the Event Manual; 

5.1.5 that, subject to clause 7, it shall grant the Rider a non-exclusive royalty-free licence to use the Event Marks solely in connection with the Fundraising 
Rights and/or promoting the Rider as an entrant of the Event to prospective sponsors and for the duration the Event Period or whilst the Rider is an entrant 
in the Event only (whichever the shorter); and 

5.1.6 that it owns or controls the Event Marks and shall take all measures it considers reasonable during the Term to protect its rights in the Event Marks 
from infringement by any third party. 

6. Obligations of the Rider 

6.1 The Rider hereby represents, warrants and undertakes that (at their sole expense where relevant and unless otherwise specified): 

6.1.1 they have, and will continue to have throughout the Term, full right and title and authority to enter into this Agreement and to accept and perform the 
obligations imposed on it hereunder; 

6.1.2 they are or will be 18 years of age or older as at the Effective Date; 

6.1.3 all statements made in the Rider’s application form or otherwise to the Company are true and accurate, including statements relating to the prior 
cycling experience of the Rider. The Rider acknowledges and accepts that the Company has relied upon these statements in awarding the Rider a place in 
the Event; 

6.1.4 they are in good health and know of no reason, physical or mental, why they could be unable to participate in the Event and engage in the activities 
comprised therein or would otherwise be advised by a competent medical professional not to engage in the Event; 

6.1.5 they shall be present at the Designated Starting Point ready to commence participation in the Event on 24th July 2015, on the first day of the Event 
Period, and will otherwise attend each of the events set out in the Events Schedule 



6.1.6 without prejudice to clause 12, be solely responsible for determining by what route and upon what basis the Rider shall ride between the designated 
starting point and the designated checkpoint and between any other two or more destinations whether during the Event Period or otherwise; 

6.1.7 they will remain solely liable for the payment of all and any taxes, surcharges, levies, imposts, fines, penalties or similar charges incurred by any Rider 
in connection with the participation of the Rider in the Event; 

6.1.8 upon request of the Company the Rider shall wear any item of clothing and/or Event passes/identification at all relevant times when attending any 
promotional activity or any other occasion conducted in connection with the Event; 

6.1.9 they shall not do anything or permit anything to be done which might adversely affect the Commercial Rights or the value of the Commercial Rights; 

6.1.10 they shall observe and comply with, in addition to the Terms of Entry and the Event Rules, all Relevant Laws and any other directions, codes of 
practice or guidelines imposed by national law or any competent authority applicable to the Event; 

6.1.11 they shall promptly observe and comply with all reasonable instructions, directions or regulations issued by or on behalf of the Company including 
those relating to the organisation, staging, safety and image of the Event; 

6.1.12 they understand the necessity to take out insurance at their sole expense to in order to participate in the Event, especially to cover the needs of 
rescue or support from any location connected with the Event and that they will be solely responsible for obtaining and maintaining the currency of all and 
any such insurance which may be necessary to cover all relevant risks of their participation in the Event; 

6.1.13 they are solely responsible for ensuring both the fitness for purpose of the bicycle and equipment provided by the Rider and the satellite tracking 
equipment provided by the company, for the duration of the Event; 

6.1.14 they shall ensure that they do not make any defamatory or derogatory statements or take part in any activities which are or might be derogatory or 
detrimental to the reputation, image or goodwill of the Company, the Event or any Commercial Partner; and 

6.1.15 they acknowledge the importance of co-operating with the media to obtain maximum coverage and exposure for the benefit of the Event and agree 
to co-operate with all reasonable requests of such nature by the Company and/or any broadcaster or other Commercial Partner of the Company. 

7. Intellectual Property 

7.1 In consideration of the acceptance of the Rider’s entry to participate in the Event by the Company, the Rider hereby acknowledges and agrees that all 
Intellectual Property Rights arising from and in relation to the Event including its name, logotype, format and films and photographs of the Event shall be 
exclusively vested in the Company. 

7.2 The Rider further acknowledges and agrees that they shall not obtain any right in the Intellectual Property Rights arising from or in relation to the Event 
by virtue of its entry or otherwise, and they will do nothing to damage the Company’s rights set out in clause 7.1. 

8. Commercial rights 

8.1 Without prejudice to clause 7, the Rider acknowledges that the Company will be seeking to maximise the income from the exploitation of the 
Commercial Rights for the Event by entering into a number of agreements and arrangements with Commercial Partners. The Rider undertakes to co-
operate with the Company and the Commercial Partners in order to protect the Commercial Rights and in particular the Rider agrees that, unless agreed in 
writing by the Company and save as permitted by the Fundraising Rights granted to the Rider: 

8.1.1 the Rider will not assert any claim to use, sell or exploit any of the Commercial Rights in connection with the Event and the Rider will not develop or 
acquire any rights in relations to the Event which are similar to or compete with the Commercial Rights; 

8.1.2 the Rider will not during the Event Period, directly or indirectly allow his or her name, image or likeness to be used in an advertising or endorsement or 
for any commercial purpose which involves a direct or indirect association with the Event and/or seeks to exploit (whether implicitly or explicitly) any 
connection therewith; 

8.1.3 no use shall be made by the Rider of the description of a product or service as being the "Official" product or service of the Rider’s participation in the 
Event; 

8.1.4 the Rider may film all or any part of the Event provided that: 



(a) not more than one video camera shall be used in making the film, and the cameraman observes all directions as to filming made by the Company; 

(b) not more than one additional copy is made of that film; 

(c) the film is made and used only for private use and that no part of the film is exhibited or distributed or otherwise exploited in any format whatsoever to 
any public or private audience or for any other broadcast of whatever nature. Any Rider who makes such a film pursuant to this clause hereby assigns with 
full title guarantee to the Company all rights of any nature whatsoever in perpetuity including copyright in any such film. 

8.1.5 the Rider shall be permitted to establish a Rider website in connection with its participation in the Event provided that such website is operated 
pursuant to this Agreement (including clause 8.1.1) and in accordance with the relevant section(s) of the Event Rules. 

9. Media Rights 

9.1 The Rider undertakes on behalf of themselves and any other persons associated with the Rider that they hereby consent in perpetuity and on a royalty-
free basis throughout the Territory to: 

9.1.1 the use of their names, initials, nicknames, signatures, photographs, likenesses, voices, quotations, biographical details, fame and reputation, the 
name and photograph of the Rider, the names and logotypes of the sponsors and suppliers who appear on the Rider’s clothing and equipment: 

9.1.2 in all contexts; 

9.1.3 in all media (including New Media) now known or hereafter devised, including, without limitation, theatrical exhibition in cinemas, all forms of television 
and radio broadcasts, all print media (including, without limitation, all consumer and trade magazines and catalogues, newspapers and other periodicals), 
posters, banners, street vision monitors, airliners and ships, in-store ads and all other point of purchase advertising and promotional materials, train and bus 
wraps, mobile phones, direct mail, billboards, and internet sites, 

9.1.4 for all advertising, promotion, endorsement, broadcast, merchandising and/or gaming purposes of the Company, the Commercial Partners and any 
other approved third parties at the discretion of the Company. 

9.2 For the avoidance of doubt, the Rider shall have no right to approve the use of the rights licensed under this clause 9. 

10. Termination 

10.1 The Company shall have the right at any time to terminate this Agreement immediately by giving written notice to the Rider in the event that the Rider: 

10.1.1 has committed a material breach of any obligation under this Agreement which breach is incapable of remedy or cannot be remedied in time for the 
Event; 

10.1.2 has committed a material breach of any of its obligations under this Agreement and has not remedied such breach (if the same is capable of remedy) 
within seven (7) days of being required by written notice so to do; 

10.1.3 enters into any arrangement with their creditors and/or suffers any event of bankruptcy, save in circumstances which are approved by the Company. 

10.2 The Company shall have the right to terminate this Agreement by providing fourteen (14) days’ notice in writing to the Rider in the event that it no 
longer wishes, or is no longer able, to stage the Event. 

10.3 Without prejudice to any rights which the Company may have whether pursuant to this Agreement or otherwise, if the Rider defaults on or is in breach 
of any of its obligations hereunder and fails to remedy such default or such breach forthwith upon notice from the Company stipulating the same, the 
Company may intervene (at the sole cost of the Rider, who shall indemnify the Company from any liability in respect of such costs) in the carrying out of any 
obligation of the Rider to ensure its proper and timely performance. 

11. Force majeure 

11.1 A party (the "Affected Party") shall not be held liable or deemed to be in default under this Agreement for any failure to perform its obligations if such 
failure results directly or indirectly from circumstances beyond the Affected Party's reasonable control ("Force Majeure"). Force Majeure includes but is not 
limited to strikes, lock-outs, civil warfare, flood or fire damage, environmental calamity, inclement weather, 'acts of God', legal enactment, governmental 



order, regulatory enactments and/or orders, imposition of sanctions by a country against the territory where any part of the Event is to held that adversely 
affects the staging of the Event, any action taken by a governmental or public authority of any kind (including not granting a consent, exemption, approval or 
clearance), epidemic and disease, civil strife, terrorism (threatened or actual), and war. Subject to clause 11.2, the Affected Party must continue to perform 
its other obligations to the extent that they are not affected by the Force Majeure and must use all reasonable endeavours to overcome or remove the Force 
Majeure as quickly as possible. 

11.2 If any event of Force Majeure delays or prevents the performance of the obligations of either party for a continuous period of fourteen (14) days, the 
party not so affected shall then be entitled to give notice to the Affected Party to terminate this Agreement with immediate effect without penalty. Such a 
termination notice shall be irrevocable except with the consent of both parties. 

12. Acknowledgement of risk 

12.1 The Rider recognises and acknowledges that participating in the Event is a potentially dangerous activity and may involve entering into certain parts of 
the Territory (via a specific route between checkpoints chosen by the Rider and not, for the avoidance of doubt, by the Company) which are considered 
highly dangerous and unsuitable for foreign travel due to reasons including the applicable physical terrain or political and/or social climate. Additionally, the 
Rider is fully aware and acknowledges that all cycle sports and accordingly participation in the Event involve serious risk of harm, including, but not limited 
to, risks of accident, serious bodily injury, including death, broken bones, head injuries, trauma, pain, fatigue, dehydration and suffering and property 
damage. The Rider additionally acknowledges and accepts full responsibility for checking and maintaining all equipment in their possession for the duration 
of the Event to ensure its safe use (including by way of example, wheels, brakes, tyres and cycle helmet). 

12.2 In recognition of these facts, and for the consideration set forth in this Agreement, the Rider elects voluntarily to enter into this Agreement and assume 
all risks of loss, damages, injury or death that may be sustained, and the Rider will participate in the Event in accordance with this Agreement entirely at 
their own risk. 

12.3 Save in the event of any negligent or wilful act or omission on the part of the person or entity concerned, none of the Company, any Official or the 
Event Director or any of their respective officers, agents or employees, shall be liable to any Rider for death or personal injury, damage to property or other 
loss or damage of any nature whatsoever suffered by the Rider whether arising from participation in the Event or otherwise. 

12.4 Under no circumstances shall the Company be liable for any actual or alleged indirect loss or consequential loss howsoever arising suffered by the 
Rider including, but not limited to, loss of profits, anticipated profits, savings, business or opportunity or loss of publicity or loss of reputation or opportunity 
to enhance reputation or any other sort of economic loss. 

12.5 Except where expressly provided in this Agreement, the Rider undertakes to the Company to be liable for any death or personal injury to third parties, 
damage to property or any other claims, losses, costs (including, without limitation, all reasonable legal costs) or demands arising out of any negligent or 
wilful act or omission of the Rider during the Event Period, whether arising from participation in the Event or otherwise. 

12.6 The Rider undertakes and agrees that they will irrevocably indemnify and hold the Company harmless from and against all costs and expenses 
(including reasonable legal costs), actions, proceedings, claims, demands and damage arising from a breach of the Rider’s representations, warranties or 
undertakings contained herein or arising from the acts or omissions of the Rider, respective officers, employers, agents or sub-contractors. 

12.7 Notwithstanding clause 6.1.12, the Rider shall take out death, accident and health insurance for themself. A copy of such insurance policies shall be 
provided to the Event Director at any time upon request. 

13. Power to make rules and other provisions 

13.1 The parties recognise that given the nature of the Event, issues may arise in relation to the Event that were not foreseen and therefore are not 
specifically addressed in the Terms of Entry or the Event Rules or that would have an unintended result if made subject to the Terms of Entry and the Event 
Rules without modification. The parties further recognise that it is in the best interests of the Event, and of all the participants in the Event, that such issues 
be addressed as quickly and effectively as possible. 

13.2 In consequence of the recognitions set out in clause 13.1, the Rider agrees that the Company shall have the right, exercisable unilaterally from time to 
time before and/or during the Event Period: 

13.2.1 to supplement or amend the Terms of Entry and/or the Event Rules (and, if applicable, the Event Schedule); 

13.2.2 to resolve any queries that arise in relation to the proper interpretation and application of the Terms of Entry and/or the Event Rules; and 

13.2.3 to issue directions as to the conduct of the Event, including the conduct of Riders, the contents of the Event Manual and the preservation of the value 
of the Commercial Rights. 



13.3 During the Event itself, the Company may delegate the right conferred by clause 13.1 above to one or more designees including the Event Director, 
any Official or any other person appointed by the Company. 

13.4 The Rider agrees that any amended and supplemental Terms of Entry or Event Rules and any directions made pursuant to this clause 13 shall 
become binding upon the Rider immediately upon communication to them and shall be deemed to be included in the Terms of Entry or the Event Rules (as 
applicable) for the purposes of this Agreement. 

13.5 Decisions made pursuant to this clause to amend or supplement the Terms of Entry or Event Rules or to issue directions shall be final. Any such 
decisions or directions shall be posted on the Event website and communicated to the Rider via email. In the event that the Company make a decision/
provide a direction under this clause whilst the Event is in progress, it shall use all reasonable endeavours to communicate this to the Rider as soon as 
practicable following the issue of the decision/direction. No challenge shall be made by the Rider any such decision. 

14. Dispute resolution 

14.1 All disputes, issues or complaints regarding the Rider’s participation in the Event shall be referred to the Event Director for determination as soon as 
practicable thereafter. For the avoidance of doubt, all determination, decisions and directives of the Event Director shall be final. 

14.2 Without prejudice to the generality of the Event Director’s powers under clause 14.1, the Event Directors shall be entitled to impose any or all of the 
following: 

14.2.1 suspension or expulsion from the remainder of the Event (including, for the avoidance of doubt, in the event that the Rider’s riding ability does not, in 
the reasonable opinion of the Event Director, reflect that stated in their application), or imposition other Event-based sanctions or fines upon a Rider; 

14.2.2 impose other Event-based sanctions or fines on a Rider and to make such cost order in relation to the relevant matter as it considers appropriate; 

14.2.3 adjudication on whether there has been a breach of the Terms of Entry or the Event Rules or upon whether an event constitutes an event of Force 
Majeure for the purposes of clause 11.1. 

15. Announcements and confidentiality 

The Rider will not make or permit to be made any public announcement(s) in relation to this Agreement without the prior consent of the Company nor (save 
as required by law) disclose to any third party an information concerning the terms or subject matter of this Agreement from the date hereof. 

16. Points of contact 

16.1 The principal point of contact for each party (unless the other party is notified otherwise in writing) shall be as follows: 

The Company: The Event Director, Transcontinental Race.  Telephone: 07796 945 631 Email: race@transcontinental.cc 

The Rider: see details of individual as set out in the Rider section of the execution page 

16.2 The Rider acknowledges and agrees that they are not entitled to rely on any representation, authorisation or decision of the Company unless made by 
the principal point of contact (or their designated replacement) set out at clause 16.1 above. 

17. Notices 

17.1 The parties agree that all notices under this Agreement shall, unless otherwise notified, be served on the following addresses: 

 For the Company: marked to the attention of The Event Director, Transcontinental 2015, C/O The Transcontinental Race Limited, 2 Clifton Moor Business 
Village, James Nicolson Link, York, North Yorkshire, YO30 4XG, Email: race@transcontinental.cc 

For the Rider: see details of individual as set out in the Rider section of the execution page 

17.2 All notices shall be in writing and may be delivered personally, by email or by first class pre-paid post and shall be deemed to be properly given or 
served: 



 17.2.1 two working days after being sent to the intended recipient by pre-paid post addressed as aforesaid or, if sent by international airmail, five working 
days after being sent to the intended recipient; or 

17.2.2 if sent by email, on receipt of confirmation of successful transmission or if not a working day the first working day thereafter. 

 18. Cancellation 

18.1 In the event that the Rider determines in advance of the Event that, for whatever reason they no longer wish or are no longer able to participate in the 
Event, they may be entitled to a refund in respect of the Entry Fee they have already paid, calculated in accordance with the below: 

18.1.1 If written notice of the Rider’s withdrawal from the Event is received by the Company on or before the 28th day after the Rider has been officially 
signed up to the Transcontinental 2015, a full refund of the amount of the Entry Fee received by the Company to that point in time (less a £20 administration 
fee) shall be returned to the Rider; 

18.1.2 If written notice of the Rider’s withdrawal from the Event is received by the Company after the 28th day after the Rider has been officially signed up 
to the Transcontinental 2015, no amount of the Entry Fee received by the Company to that point in time shall be returned to the Rider unless received more 
than 60 days prior to the Event and provided that the Company is able to find a replacement Rider at which point a 50% refund of the amount of the Entry 
Fee received by the Company to that point in time shall be returned. 

18.1.3 Entry and cancellation of entry into the pairs category shall be made as two individual riders in accordance with this rider agreement.  Either rider 
may be substituted up until 60 days before the event.  However withdrawal of both original riders forming the pair shall mean withdrawal of the pair. 

18.2 For the avoidance of doubt any cancellation or refund of the Entry Fee under this clause 18 would not mitigate any other obligations of the Rider under 
this Agreement. 

19. General 

19.1 The granting by the Company of any time or indulgence in respect of any breach of any term of this Agreement by the Rider shall not be deemed a 
waiver of such breach and the waiver by the Company of any breach of any term of this Agreement by the Rider shall not prevent the subsequent 
enforcement of that term nor be deemed a waiver of any breach by the Company. 

19.2 This Agreement shall constitute the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the subject matter hereof, and shall supersede any prior 
agreements, representations or understanding between the parties, whether written or oral. 

19.3 This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which when executed shall constitute an original, but all of which when taken 
together shall constitute one and the same Agreement. 

19.4 All rights, remedies and powers conferred upon the parties are cumulative and shall not be deemed to be exclusive of any other rights, remedies or 
powers now or subsequently conferred upon them by law or otherwise. 

19.5 Should any term of this Agreement be considered void or voidable under any such applicable law, then such terms shall be served or amended in such 
a manner as to render the remainder of this Agreement valid or enforceable. 

19.6 This Agreement may only be modified or any provision waived if such modification or waiver is in writing and signed by a duly authorised 
representative of each party. 

19.7 In respect of any date or period mentioned in any clause of this Agreement time shall be of the essence. 

19.8 A person who is not a party to this Agreement shall not have any rights or remedies pursuant to it, whether pursuant to the Contracts (Rights of Third 
Parties) Act 1999 or otherwise. 

19.9 Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to constitute a joint venture, partnership or relationship of agency or employment between the parties. 

19.10 The Rider shall not be permitted to assign any of its rights or obligations under this Agreement without the prior written consent of the Company 

20. Governing law 



This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with English law and the parties hereby submit to the non-exclusive jurisdiction of the 
Courts of England with regard to any claims relating to or in connection with this Agreement. 

Schedule 1 

Event Manual 

For the avoidance of doubt: 

any defined words contained in this Event Manual shall have the same meaning and interpretation as set out in the Rider Entry Agreement; and 

the Event Manual (including the Event Rules) will be amended and updated from time to time and it is the right of the Company to do this. All amendments 
and updates will be displayed in the Transcontinental Handbook available to all Riders via the official Event website at www.transcontinental.cc and it shall 
be the responsibility of Riders to regularly check such website in order to inform themselves of any relevant amendments and updates. 

ATTENTION! 

The Transcontinental 2015 represents the 3rd time that such an event has ever been attempted. 

This means that there may be detrimental consequences for the Rider’s experience of the event, health or even life that are not foreseeable. 

The Rider must be fully aware of the short-term and potentially long-term risks to his/her health/life of partaking in the Transcontinental. 

The Rider must be aware that the wilderness itself presents dangers on top of those inherent to partaking in extreme sports such as bicycle racing, that 
may cause serious injury or death. 

The Rider must be aware that the nearest hospital or medical facility may be hours from them should they suffer any injury and that there may be a lack of 
helicopter assistance in some countries.  He/she should also be aware that, should specialist care be required in the event of an accident during the Event, 
the medical facilities in the immediate area may not be sufficient, and a medevac to a medical centre elsewhere may be required. 

The Rider must attain the correct level of death, accident and health insurance, satisfactory evidence of which they must present to the Event Directors at 
least two weeks prior to the start of the race on 24th July 2015 (i.e. 10th July 2015). 

The Rider acknowledges the risk they undertake when entering the Transcontinental 2015 and has read and understood clause 12 (12.1-12.7) of the Rider 
Agreement which deals with the acknowledgement of risk. 

The Rider accepts that safety is the paramount consideration for the Transcontinental 2015, which is firstly an adventure and secondarily a race. The safety 
of the Rider and the other competitors must take priority over any competitive element to the Transcontinental. 

In recognition of the safety elements of this event and as part of the compulsory safety precautions which Riders must adhere to, each Rider will be 
provided with by the Company and should carry with them at all times the satellite tracking device which has an inbuilt emergency activation beacon. This 
should only be used if the Rider’s health or life is at severe risk and therefore for medical emergencies. 

Emergencies 

The Rider should only use the emergency beacon in the case of a medical emergency.  Instructions about how to use the emergency beacon will be 
available to the Rider in the Event Handbook and during the pre-race training session. 

THE RIDER MUST READ THE LIST BELOW.  WHILST THIS LIST APPLIES TO UK CITIZENS, YOU SHOULD CHECK WITH YOUR OWN CONSUL AND 
BE AWARE OF ITS SERVICES BEFORE YOU TRAVEL 

It is produced by the British Foreign Office who have specifically asked us to draw your attention to this. Please note that the Company provides no 
warranty whatsoever as to the accuracy of the information displayed below and accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage caused as a 

http://www.transcontinental.cc/


consequence of the Rider’s reliance on the information below. The Rider must be aware that the British Embassy can in no way help the Rider should he/
she break a law. They should not be contacted when the Rider is in difficulty unless it is believed that the Rider is being treated illegally. To assist the Rider 
in determining what matters the British Foreign Office can and cannot become involved in, please take careful note of the following list. 

British consular staff cannot: 

• Get you out of prison, prevent the local authorities from deporting you after your prison sentence, or interfere in criminal or civil court proceedings; 

• Help you enter a country, for example, if you do not have a visa or your passport is not valid, as we cannot interfere in another country’s immigration policy 
or procedures; 

• Give you legal advice, investigate crimes or carry out searches for missing people, although we can give you details of people who may be able to help 
you in these cases, such as English-speaking lawyers; 

• Get you better treatment in hospital or prison than is given to local people; 

• Pay any bills or give you money (in very exceptional circumstances we may lend you some money, from public funds, which you will have to pay back); 

• Make travel arrangements for you, or find you work or accommodation; or 

• Make business arrangements on your behalf. 

British consular staff can: 

• Issue replacement passports; 

• Provide information about transferring funds; 

• Provide appropriate help if you have suffered rape or serious assault, are a victim of other crime, or are in hospital; 

• Help people with mental illness; 

• Provide details of local lawyers, interpreters, doctors and funeral directors (see Note 1); 

• Do all we properly can to contact you within 24 hours of being told that you have been detained; 

• Offer support and help in a range of other cases, such as child abductions, death of relatives overseas, missing people and kidnapping; 

• Contact family or friends for you if you want; and 

• Make special arrangements in cases of terrorism, civil disturbances or natural disasters. 

NOTE 1 

Neither the Government nor the relevant British Embassy, High Commission or Consulate can make any guarantee in relation to the professional ability or 
character of any person or company on the above list, nor can they be held responsible in any way for you relying on any advice you are given. See the 
Foreign Office website for full details. http://www.fco.gov.uk 
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Event Marks 

TCR14web 

Schedule 3 

Event Schedule 

  

22nd July 2015: Pre-Race Registration (UK) 

24th July 2015: Pre-Race Registration and briefing: Flanders 

25th July 2015: Flanders Start 

28th July 2015: CP1 Mont Ventoux Removed 

30th July 2015: CP2 Strada dell'Assietta Removed 

3rd August 2015: CP3 Vukovar Removed 

5th August 2015: CP4 Mount Lovcen Removed 

8th August 2015: Finishing party, Istanbul, Turkey 

10th August 2015: Finish Line Removed 

(Unless otherwise stipulated by the Company) 

Contact details 
race@transcontinental.cc / +44(0)747 365 3335 / @transconrace 



RIDER PRE-RACE AGREEMENT 

RIDER No.  

———————— 

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD THE RIDERS MANUAL AND THE RIDER AGREEMENTS 
AND I HEREBY AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE RULES OF THE RACE AND THE TERMS OF THE 
RIDER AGREEMENT. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT IN STARTING THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RACE 2015 I AM 
UNDERTAKING THIS COMPLETELY ALONE AND UNDER MY OWN POWER.  I UNDERSTAND 
THAT I AM COMPLETELY AND SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR MY SAFETY AND WELL BEING, 
THAT I MUST BE TOTALLY SELF RELIANT AND THAT IN THE EVENT OF ACCIDENT OR 
EMERGENCY NO-ONE WILL COME TO MY AID. 

I ALSO AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE TERMS OF THE RIDER AGREEMENT WITH RESPECT TO 
COMMERCIAL MEDIA RIGHTS.  I WILL NOT DISTRIBUTE RACE ASSOCIATED MEDIA AND 
EVENT MARKS WITHOUT THE EXPRESS PERMISSION OF TRANSCONTINENTAL RACE 
LIMITED. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT IN THE EVENT OF ANY VIOLATION OF THE ABOVE RULES AND 
TERMS THAT I CAN BE REMOVED FROM THE RACE AT ANY TIME INCLUDING BEFORE THE 
RACE BEGINS AND FROM ANY RESULTS. 

FULL NAME  

——————————————————————————- 

SIGNED  

———————————————— 

DATE 

————————————————


